
Laguna Niguel shop offers a walk through candy land 
Powell's Sweet Shoppe specializes in nostalgic sweets. 

From a fire hydrant that once decorated Disneyland's Main Street to a 1939 gas pump, Powell's Sweet Shoppe is filled with 
memorabilia that transport you to a world most people thought was long gone. 

Plus, it offers more than 5,000 sweets stacked floor to ceiling. 

When I heard that a new Powell's shop was opening in Orange County, I called Victoria Emry, co-owner of the new Laguna 
Niguel location. I asked her to tell me about the store, but she told me it was impossible to describe, I would have to come 
down and see it for myself. 

The original Powell's, located in Windsor, opened in late 2003. After it became a success in its hometown, Michael Powell, 
the founder, decided to franchise. This June, 1,000 people showed up for the grand opening of the Laguna Niguel location. 

Victoria and her husband, Randall Emry, are the owners of the new store. It is a Powell's requirement that each store be a 
family-owned business in the vicinity of the owner's home, to create a community feeling. 

The Emrys fell in love with the original Powell's Sweet Shoppe when they found it near a relative's '50's diner. They worked 
with their whole family to open and run their own store. 

When I got to the store, Victoria showed me around. Our first stop was the Wonka wall. The original store was inspired by 
the 1971 film, "Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory," and each store has a tribute to the candy-themed classic. Next we 
saw the Nostalgia Table, which holds the many varieties of retro favorites carried by the store, from Abba Zabba to moonpies 
to candy cigarettes. 

Then we walked through the England section, the lollipop section, the licorice section, the mint section and the gum section. 
For those with a craving for chocolate, the International chocolate section offers items originating from Belgium to Colombia 
and everywhere in between. More specialty chocolates are kept in a glass case by the register. 

Powell's also offers gelato and, to wash down all that candy, a lot of soda. "We have just about every soda you can carry that 
hasn't been banned by the FDA," Victoria Emry explained. From Sarsaparilla, to cream soda, to root bear, they have it all. 
They also sell retro toys and games. 

The sweets range in price from 10 cents for the cheapest candy items to $20 for some of the specialty products. 

Though the store already offers thousands of products, they still add more when they get requests. "At least once a week we 
get stumped by a candy request," Victoria Emry said. 

A party room is also available for birthdays and other children's celebrations. The floor of the room is a giant game board and 
there is a giant set of dice to match. Candy trivia cards are also involved with questions such as this one: True or false, 
marshmallows derive their name from an ingredient found in marshes. (It is true, by the way.) 

Victoria Emry and her family have transformed every aspect of the shop to complete the old-time experience. The walls are 
adorned with candy- and period-themed memorabilia and family photos. Candy-themed music plays in the background. 

"I remember this!" and "Hey, check this out!" are common statements Victoria Emry hears when people walk through the 
door. 

"Adults are enjoying sharing memories with their children," she said. 

One of those parents is Tiffany Thompson, who brought her daughter to the store. "It's amazing!" she said, "It's cool because 
it's one of a kind and none of the kids have been to a true candy shop." 

Her daughter, Jessica, 13, had a similar sentiment: "It's the best store in the world." 
Powell's Sweet Shoppe is at 27000 Alicia Parkway, Suite E, Laguna Niguel 92677. Phone: (949)-831-9652. 
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